TORONTO EDITION

LIVING LUXE

1y ansinbxy | udisaqq wiapow | sepoqy Suruumg | spuowrercy juerfjlag

QUTDOOR LIVING

JIISS

with a

Fall in love
spectacular backvard

LU NS




[
ﬁ“ -

Ve

i
.I

[t’s not just interiors that
deserve to be designed.
Canadian summers are
short, and they e best
spent enjoying our yards
and gardens. Here’s

how designer Lisa Aiken
created this perfectly
picturesque outdoor
oasis for her clients.

By Lisa van de Geyn
Photography by Brandon Barré

. The back deck and patio
I looks out onto this pretty
*ish pond in the yard




Designer Lisa Aiken, the founder of Terra
Firma Design Inc.. met the owner of this
spectacular vard several years ago when
she was putting together her flowerpots
and container arrangements. Their first
meeting — loading her client’s car with
plants in an underground garage — was
the start of something truly special.
Knowing Aiken’s work was exquisite,
the homeowner enlisted the designer 1o
do her backyard — a spacious property
outside of her cast-end Toronto home.
“Before they met me, they just had a deck
— | was doing all of their urns in those
days,” Aiken remembers. Since then,
Aiken has transformed the vard into
an oasis in the city — a place where her
clients can cook. entertain and unwind.
To successfully construct this
extension of the family’s indoor living
area, Aiken chose to create various
spaces, each designed to offer the family
a different experience. She also optled
to go with what she calls a "lush” style,
which is evident in the lavish flowers and
greenery she carefully hand-selected and
planted. She says this vard is traditional
in a sense, with its wicker furniture and
high-end umbrellas and accessories, but
it also has a modern flair that really suits
the owners' personalities. “It's whimsical
with an easy-going feel. | listened to the
clients and knew whal they needed from
their backvard. They wanted to barbecue

in their outdoor kitchen and eat in their

dining area, plus they were looking for

RIGHT: There's plenty of room
(and shade) at the cutdoor dining
area, perfect for family dinners
and entertainmng.

several areas Lo sit — both in the sun

and in the shade — where they could

see their annuals and perennials in their
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gorgeous garden,” says Aiken, adding she R
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determined the placement of these arcas
based on layout, sunshine and flow. “I'm
a designer who puts myself in my clients’

shoes, [ sit in every seat and take nole of

how I'm feeling and what | can see. | pay
close attention to how the client will use
the space. The areas | create have 1o have
distinet purposes but look flawless when
viewed as a whole”

As a prolessional whos mastered the

art of dL‘r»'.jgning the greal ouldoeors, Aiken
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(who does pergolas, custom firepits, hot
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tubs, artificial walls and custom contain-
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ers, for example) was quickly given carle [ —
blanche to create the space. She went to

work conceptualizing the yvard and soon

had a plan for the layout, which includes

several seating areas. She put a pretty bis-

tro set that overlooks the dining table on

the first tier of the deck, as well as a com- e = : R, )
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fortable loveseat and chair — the perfect \ '| ] :_-1 Y YL

spot for the couple to enjoy a cold drink

on a hot day facing their garden. On the
second tier is their large dining table, as
well as a more intimate dining area with
an umbrella. There's also a couch that has
a flowy white cover overtop and to the
sides, perfect for when the homeowners
want to stay out of the sun. On the patio
below the deck is an outdoor Kitchen,
along with another cozy loveseat and

chairs. Aiken also added a special spot »
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where the family could sit and read or relax away from the main seating arcas — she

put a covered daybed next to the rocky fish pond. Each of these spaces are full of lush
greenery and flowers — there are even potted palm trees to really create that breezy,
retreat feel.

Of course, Aiken also chose the beautiful, bright palette. *1 wanted something
that would really offer great impact: something that would pop.” she says. When she
told the homeowner of her intention to go with hues of red across the seating areas
and for the flowers in the garden, the client was ecstatic, “lhey painted the back of
their Kitchen doors red to go with the vard,” she says, "When I'm doing a garden,

| always pick plants | love that go together well. | tend to gravitate toward exotic

plants, but | also used more common ones in this garden, like the red geraniums in
this space. | love flowers that add drama and a wow factor.”

[t goes without saying that the homeowners were overjoved when Aiken did the
big reveal. "Shes delighttul and perky and she screamed; she was over the moon. He
had a big smile on his face, which was the reaction | was looking for,” Aiken says
with a laugh. They were both so pleased with the space that they hired Aiken to do
their home's interior design. “1 started with the outside and then moved inside, where

| brought in some of the red. | really brought a piece of their outdoors in.” @



